UNIT:     THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR
TOPIC:   The Role of American Volunteers 
Subunit:  The motivations of American volunteers

Aim:  Why was the Spanish Civil War viewed as an American problem or concern by the people who went there?
Instructional Objectives:

Students will do case studies and develop a deeper understanding of what motivated American volunteers to join the Abraham Lincoln Brigade during the Spanish Civil War

Students will develop an understanding of the American government’s position during the Spanish Civil War
Students will develop research skills using an archival database

Students will develop document application and interpretation skills
Resources:
Suggested On-line sources:  

http://www.alba-valb.org/history/spanish-civil-war
http://www.alba-valb.org/volunteers/browse
http://www.alba-valb.org/resources
Document:  Comic book, Robeson in Spain, (available at http://www.alba-valb.org/resources/document-library/volunteer-june-2009) 

In preparation:  Students will have previous knowledge/lessons on the Spanish Civil War.  Students will have researched about Paul Robeson for homework.
Motivational:  Students are given a copy of the above graphic document to read together in small groups as group work

Activity Schema:  
A.  Each Group writes a summary of the comic book and lists three themes they interpreted from it. (i.e. What are three important points the illustrator is trying to convey to his reader).   Each Group shares their work with the whole class.
B. Homework and in preparation for Day 2:   Students choose one person from the story to research for homework using the above ALBA internet sources.   In addition, they should choose one other Abraham Lincoln Brigade Volunteers from the internet database and documents.  Students write a brief case study of their “volunteer” by addressing the following about the volunteer:

- His or her background, including birthplace and age
- Motivation for volunteering 

- Summary of his/her role in the effort

- Experiences in Spain

- Current status (or when and how he/she died)

C.  Group work:  Students work with their group in sharing the information about the volunteers.     Each group should discuss and respond to the following:

- What role the American Government played with respect to the volunteers
.           - Whether or not the efforts of the volunteers were successful?

.          - Whether or not the students would have fought on behalf of the Republican forces as did                   their case study volunteers?
- What they would say/ask a volunteer if given the opportunity?

.           - Whether or not the students have a current cause for which they might volunteer the way the members of the Brigade had?

Summary and Application:  
What role should the US government have played in the Spanish Civil War?

What role should the US play in civil wars in African nations?

What role can civilians play?
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